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By the Chief, Policy and Rules Division:

1. .The Commission has before it the petition for reconsideration of the Report and Order
eMQ") in this proceeding, 10 FCCRcd 6727 (1995), filed by The West Virgima Schodls for
the Deaf and the Blind ("WVSDBU), licensee of noncommercial educational Station WJGF,
Cbanne1201A"Romney, West Virginia} For the reasons discussed below, we grant the petition
for reconsideration.

2.· Back&ro\Uld. WVSDBfiled a petition for rule making requesting the substi~tion of
Channel ·181A for Channel 201A at Romney, its .r~servation for noncotnplercial.educa~onal use,
and th,e·modificatioll.of the license of Station WJGF .8pcordingly. WVSD~daimed that the
substitution was warranted because there were no channels available 011 the reserved band that
would not cause poten~ial· interference. with StatiQll WJAf;-Tv, CluJnnel 6, Johnstown,
Pennsylvania. In the~ we denied the proposal for failure to meet the Commission's criteria
for reserving a commercial channel for noncommercial educational use. Our engineering analysis
determined that the Grade B contour of Station WJAC-TV at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, was
103.97 kilometers (64.6 miles), and Romney was located 115.8 kilometers (72 miles) south of
the station's transmitter site. Therefore, using center city reference coordinates for Romney, we

'Public Notice ofthe filing ofthe petition for reconsideration was given on September 7, 1995, Report No. 2097.
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concluded that use ofres~rved Channels 2UA- 220A was not prec1u4ed by potential interference
with Station WJAC-TVa,t folmstown,Pennsylvania. '

3. Petitiqn. fqr RGconsiderjition... WVSDB .argues that the 'staff erred in finding that the
proposal did not me~tthe criteria for reserving Ch~e.i *281A ,at~omney, ,West Virgin~a, for
noncommercial educational use. WVSDB asserts that "sufficientjustificaiion" 'exists for reserving
the channel for noncommercial use sinc.e" there are no available channels on the reserved band
that would not be precluded for use becaiJse of potential interference with Station WJAC-TV,
Channel 6, Johnstown, Pennsylvania. therefore, WVSDB requests that we reconsi<ier our
decision.

4. Discussion." ~fter revisiting our decisio~ in the R&O, we will grant the WVSD~
petition for reconsi~eration. Channels 213A-220Aare not preclud~d for use by potential
interference to VHF. Television Channel 6 in Johnstown, Pennsylvania. Rather. an engineering
analysis reveals that these channels are not available/usable because they do not conform with the
Commission's domestic technical ,requirements. We ack.nowledge that the Commission generally
prefers that noncommercial edt:lcatiollal stations operate within the reserved portion of the· FM'
band (Channels 201-220). However, the exceptions have been made ~here channels in the
noncommercial educational band are not available because of foreign all~tments (Canadian or
Mexican), or potential interference to operation on VHF Television CJ1annel 6. Here, twelve of
the twenty channels in the reserved portion of the FM band would cause potential interference
to Station WJAC-TV, Channel 6, Johnstown, Pennsylvania. As such, justification exists for
reserving a channel on the conimel'cial band (Channels 221-300) for noncommercial ed,ucational
use.

r,

5. 'n~eiore,""\.v~believe the.>ublic interest would be served by' substituting Channel
*281A for Channel 20lA at Romney, West Virginia, and reserving the channel for
noncommercial educational use, since it would eliminate interference with Station WJAC-TV,
Channel 6, Johnstown, Pe~ylvania, and would enable Station WJGF to proyide the community
with its only noncommercial educationaf..service. An engineering analysis has 'determined that
Channel *281Acan be allotted to Romney in compliance with the Commission's minimum
distance separation requirements with a site restriction of2.7 kilometers (1.7 miles) north to avoid
a short-spacing to the licensed site ofStationWKCY-FM, Channel 282B, Harrisonburg, Virginia}
As requested, we also modify the license of Station WJGF to specify operation on Channel
*281A in lieu of Channel 20lA at Romney, West Virginia.

2The coordinates for Channel *281A at Romney are North Latitude 39-22-00 and West Longitude 78-44-50.
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6. Accordingly, pursuant to~ authority found in Sections 4(i), 5(c)(1), 303(g) and
(r) and}07(b) of the CJllI)Dl\ll1ici\tions J},ct of 1934, as amended, and Sections 0.61, 0.204(b}
and 0.283 of the Commission's Rules, IT IS ORDERED, That effective November 25, 1996,
the FM Table of Aliotments, Section 73.202(b) of the Commission's Rules, IS A~NDED,
with respect to the comnulnity:Ustcil below,to read as follows:

Romney, West Virginia

<;hagnel No.

261A, ·~IA

7. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, That pursuant to Section 316(a) of the
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, the license of The West Vir$inia. Schools for the
Deaf and the Blind, for Station WJGP, Romney; West Virginia, IS'MQOIFIED to specify"
operation on Channel *281A in'lieu of Channel 201A, subject to'the foHowing conditions:

(a) Nothing contained herein sballbe constrUed,as authoti~ng any
change in the license of Station WJGF, BLED-930924KA,
except the channel as specified above. Any changes, except for those
so specified under SectioR 73.1690 of the Rules, require prior
authorization pursuant to an application for construction pennit
(FCC Form 301), specifying the new facility.

(b) Program test~ may be conduete4 in a~cor4ance witll the provi$ians of'
Section 73.1620 of the'R.ules" PRQVIDEDdletransmissil)l'lfacUities',
comply in aU respects with-license BLED-930924KA, ,except
for the channel as specified' above·and a license applic,tion' (FCCFonn 302)
is filed within 10 days of commencement of program tests.

. ;".

8. Accordingly, IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, That the Petition for R:ecOl1$ideration filed
by The West Virginia Schools for the D~afand the Blin4, IS GRANTED.

9. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, Tbat this proceeding IS TERMINATED.
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10; For further informationconceniingthis'~'CQ_ Shllrolt r. McDo~d, Mass Media
Bureau (202) 418-2180.

'.

Douglas W. Webbink ' '
Chief, Policy and Rule$OiYisiQD
Mass Media Bureau ' . ,

"
"
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